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MISSION STATEMENT


The mission of CCPS is to provide an outstanding educational environment that is vibrant and exciting and a place of exceptional standards in a nurturing setting with emphasis on the care and attention of each individual student.  Academic excellence, self discipline and gracious social manners are cultivated and full student participation in the learning, pastoral and co-curricular activities of the School are encouraged and valued.

The School’s fresh and innovative approach helps develop happy and respectful young people.  Within this technologically pioneering environment, students are able to realise their individual dreams and optimise their potential for a successful future.


FROM THE PRINCIPAL


The P-10 curriculum at Caloundra City Private School creates an excellent foundation for students entering Years 11 and 12.  Year 10 provides an exciting opportunity for the students to explore, experiment, consolidate and extend their understanding of the eight Faculty Areas – English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, The Arts, Technology, Languages Other Than English (LOTE) and Health and Physical Education (HPE).
Making decisions on which subjects to study for Senior is rarely easy.  Students need to consider carefully their choice and keep open as many options as possible.  This Curriculum Handbook is an excellent resource for both parents and students in making those all-important decisions on subject choice.  Read this Handbook carefully.  It is organised alphabetically by Subjects with some introductory Tertiary Course and Careers information.
Below is a guide to assist students in making decisions about subject choices.  It Is important to consider all of the following:
· Student’s academic strengths and weaknesses
· Subjects that the student find enjoyable, interesting and personally rewarding
· Year 10 academic results are an indicator to potential in some Senior subjects
· Advice from subject Teachers in regards to academic ability and potential to succeed in prospective subjects
· Capacity to improve on current academic performances
· Possible career pathways
· Possible University or TAFE course prerequisites
· Parent’s advice
It is important to note that while we endeavour to provide as many subjects as possible, there will be in some circumstances insufficient students wishing to study a particular subject and for this reason, a subject may be withdrawn.  In this instance students will need to reselect an alternative subject, after consultation with the Head Teaching and Learning.
While the School makes every effort to accommodate changes to subject selections, it is important to understand that it may not always be possible for a student to change subjects once the timetable has been finalised.  Any change of subject will usually involve a change of teacher and, in some instances, may involve a change of teacher in another subject.





 If you have any questions in relation to the information contained in this Handbook, or your child’s subject selections, please contact the Principal or Head of Teaching & Learning, Senior School.   Each year there will be a Year 10 into 11 Parent and Student Information Evening.  










Karon J Graham
PRINCIPAL



TYPES OF SUBJECTS OFFERED


AUTHORITY SUBJECTS - Authority subjects are those that satisfy the requirements of a syllabus provided by the Queensland Studies Authority (QSA). Assessment in these subjects has to be in accordance with accredited work programs and is moderated by QSA procedures. Results obtained in Authority subjects are shown on the Senior Statement issued at the end of Year 12 and are the only results that contribute to calculations of Overall Positions (OPs) and Field Positions (FPs) required for tertiary entrance. 

AUTHORITY-REGISTERED SUBJECTS - These subjects conform to Study Area Specifications set by the QSA. These may be based on nationally accredited vocational units of competency. Results in these subjects are shown on the Senior Statement but are NOT used in the calculation of an OP or FP. Each vocational unit successfully completed is also listed on the Senior Statement. 

REPORTING
At the completion of Year 12, students will receive a Senior Statement reporting their subject results and other eligible achievements. Students who study at least five Authority Subjects and sit the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test will also receive a Tertiary Entrance Statement reporting the student‘s Overall Position (OP) and Field Positions (FPs). 

Additionally, students who have achieved sufficient credit and met literacy and numeracy requirements will be awarded a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). All of these documents are issued by the Queensland Studies Authority. 


QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE)
To be eligible for a QCE a student must be successful in a significant amount of learning and meet minimum literacy and numeracy requirements. The total amount of learning required is at least 20 credits, which can be achieved by achieving a ‘sound‘ result in five subjects. 
However, other learning, such as music or dance exams, a school-based traineeship or a university ‘Headstart‘ program, also attract credits and may contribute to meeting the 20 credit minimum. 
The literacy and numeracy requirements are met by achieving ‘sound‘ Level of Achievement in both Maths (any Maths subject) and English, or achieving a ‘C‘ result on the Queensland Core Skills Test. The Queensland Studies Authority keeps track of each student‘s individual learning. 
Schools are required to register all students in Year 10 and a learning account is opened for each student. Credits are ‘banked‘ in the learning account as studies are completed. If the requirements for awarding the QCE are not met at the end of Year 12, the learning account remains open and credits can be earned for post-school learning. 
The QCE is not linked in any way to the OP. A student may receive an OP without being eligible for a QCE, or be awarded a QCE without being eligible for an OP. 
Year 10 students are guided through this process as part of their Career Education programme.
Further information about the Queensland Certificate of Education can be found at the Queensland Studies Authority website:  http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/learning_priorities/qce/index.html. 
SENIOR STATEMENT
Students finishing Year 12 will receive a Senior Statement which is a summary of all learning that is completed during the Senior Phase of Learning. It details what learning was attempted, the standard achieved and where and when the learning took place. The QSA will issue a Senior Statement to every student who has completed Year 12. Students who are OP ineligible or do not met the requirements of the QCE will still receive a Senior Statement. The following are included on the Senior Statement:
 
· Authority Subjects
· Authority Registered Subjects
· Vocational Education and Training
· Recorded Subjects eg Speech, Drama and Music (Results in music, drama or dance exams with AMEB, Trinity or RAD can be banked in a student‘s learning account and appear on the Senior Statement. The recording of such results needs to be arranged individually with the Head of Teaching and Learning - Senior School and is recorded according to QSA guidelines.)


TERTIARY ENTRANCE STATEMENT
The Tertiary Entrance Statement is issued to all OP eligible students. It records the student‘s OP (Overall Position) on a scale of 1 (highest level) to 25 (lowest level). Approximately 2% of eligible students state-wide are awarded an OP of 1. Higher percentages of students state-wide are awarded mid-range OPs, for example about 5% of students are allocated an OP of 13. To enable tertiary institutions to choose only a portion of the students in one OP band, students will also be allocated Field Positions (FPs) in up to five areas of study (fields A, B, C, D and E), which emphasise particular strengths. These are: Field A, extended writing; Field B, short written communication; Field C, basic numeracy; Field D, complex mathematics and Field E, practical performance involving physical, creative arts or expressive skills. Most Tertiary places are allocated on the basis of OP results. 


QUALIFYING FOR OP AND FPS

To qualify for an OP (Overall Position) a student must study the equivalent of at least five (5) Authority subjects during Years 11 and 12. A student must also sit the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test, a four part test held during term three of Year 12. The group results from this test are used to scale OPs and FPs. 

Some flexibility is allowed in swapping subjects so that only three (3) subjects need be continuous over the full four semesters. Students will study six subjects, so that one of these may be an Authority-Registered subject while still meeting the requirements for an OP. If students study six Authority subjects, their lowest subject, after results are scaled using the QCS test, will not contribute to the OP calculation. Information on the technical aspects of the scaling process is available from the QSA web site. 

To qualify for a Field Position (FP) a student must accumulate sufficient ‘points‘ in a particular field. Each Authority subject has been allocated points between 0 and 5 for each field per semester. For example English contributes 5 points per semester for field A, 5 points per semester for field B, 1 point per semester for field C, 0 points for field D and 3 points per semester for field E. A complete list of field weights for Authority subjects is available from the QSA web site or on request from the Head of Teaching and Learning - Senior Schooling. 

A student is eligible for a Field Position if he/she studies Authority subjects contributing a total of at least 15 points per semester in that field. The relevant subject results are then used to determine the FP in that field. Qualifying for an FP in only fields B and C will satisfy the requirements of almost all tertiary courses. It needs to be remembered that for students achieving an OP better than the cut-off for a course, FPs are irrelevant. 

SELECTION FOR TERTIARY EDUCATION
The selection of students for all universities and tertiary colleges is administered by the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC). A booklet prepared by QTAC briefly listing all tertiary courses and their entry requirements is distributed to all Year 10 students. English is a common pre-requisite for tertiary courses. Tertiary courses based on Maths/Science knowledge often require study of Maths/Science subjects in Years 11/12. The particular requirements vary from course to course. The booklet also lists the Field Positions that will be considered if only a portion of students from the ‘cut off‘ OP band are to be admitted in to the course. 
The QTAC booklet should be read carefully if tertiary options are being considered. A more detailed booklet, which includes the OP required for entry to each course in the previous year, is provided to students in Year 12. 

TERTIARY COURSES AND CAREERS
Career Education in Year 10 is included in the Life Skills Programme.  One of the major foci of this programme is the completion of the Senior Education and Training Plan (SET Plan) which is flexible document outlining a student’s intended pathway for their Senior Phase of Learning.
Students must be guided at all times by the information contained in the official QTAC booklet Tertiary Prerequisites.  It lists all of the prerequisite subjects and Field Positions for Queensland Tertiary courses for entry.  This booklet should be kept until the completion of Year 12.


USEFUL INTERNET SITES
The Career Information Service:  www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au
This site is developed by the Queensland Studies Authority and provides information and links on a wide range of career topics.  This site also provides access to a student’s Learning Account.   MyFuture:  www.myfuture.edu.au
MyFuture is Australia’s National Career Information Service.  It has three sections.  My Guide provides an individual career assessment, and The Facts provides an Australian-wide directory of information about careers, work and employment, education and training and funding.
Job Juice:  www.jobjuice.gov.au
Job Juice is a site developed by the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations and provides assistance to students in choosing a job that suits them, getting help with developing a career plan, skills, job prospects and earnings for jobs.  

CALOUNDRA CITY PRIVATE SCHOOL
SUBJECT LISTING
YEARS 11 & 12


Authority Subjects:
· English 									20
· Biology									12		
· Business Organisation & Management			14
· Chemistry								16
· Drama									18
· Graphics									22
· Information Technology Systems (ITS)			24
· Japanese								27
· Legal Studies								30
· Mathematics A							32
· Mathematics B							34
· Mathematics C							36
· Modern History							38
· Physical Education							40
· Physics									42
· Visual Art 								44

		





Biology
Why study Biology?
Biology is the study of the natural systems of the living world. It is characterised by a view of life as a unique phenomenon with fundamental unity. Living processes and systems have many interacting factors that make quantification and prediction difficult. An understanding of these processes and systems requires integration of many branches of knowledge.
The study of Biology provides students with opportunities to:
· gain insight into the scientific manner of investigating problems pertaining to the living world
· experience the processes of science, which lead to the discovery of new knowledge
· develop a deeper understanding and an enhanced aesthetic appreciation of the living world.
Participation in Biology enables students to engage in creative scientific thinking and to apply their knowledge in practical situations. The study of Biology will help students foresee the consequences for the living world of their own, and society’s, activities. This will enable them to participate as informed and responsible citizens in decision-making processes, the outcomes of which will affect the living world both now and in the future.
What do students study?
Biology is concerned with the study of the phenomenon of life in all its manifestations. It encompasses studies of the origin, development, functioning and evolution of living systems and the consequences of intervention in those systems. Understandings are developed in terms of concepts inherent in the principles of biology which are:
· Survival of species is dependent on individuals staying alive long enough to reproduce.
· At every level of organisation in the living world structure and function are interrelated. Each level of organisation in the living world has its own unique aspects and there is continual interaction of structure and function between these levels.
· Continuity and change occur at all organisational levels in the living world. Changes may be cyclical or directional. The continuity of life is a balance between all the change processes.
What do students do?
Students of Biology will participate in a wide range of activities to develop their knowledge of biology and their ability to solve problems arising in their everyday experiences. The course places considerable emphasis upon practical work conducted within a laboratory and in the field. There is a minimum time commitment for field work of ten hours. Field work is integrated with the study of the key concepts to help students better understand biological phenomena. During practical activities students learn to examine collected data, suggest hypotheses that explain observations, and design and conduct experiments.
How are students assessed?
The assessment program will include a variety of assessment techniques which are integrated with the learning experiences. The achievement level awarded each student on exit from the course will be based on the fullest and latest information about student performance on the dimensions of Understanding biology, Investigating biology, and Evaluating biological issues, as outlined in the syllabus.


How can parents help?
Parents should become familiar with the school’s work program for the subject. They should encourage their child to read widely in the subject and to remain abreast of recent and current biological developments. Parents should take the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher to discuss progress.
Pre-requisites 
A ‘B’ in Year 10 Science is highly recommended.  
Future Careers/Courses 
Tertiary science-based courses usually require one or more Science subjects as pre-requisites. Biology is one of the options to satisfy these requirements. 



















Business Organisation and Management 
Why study Business Organisation and Management? 
Through this subject, young people have the opportunity to develop an appreciation of issues challenging business organisations and managers locally, nationally and globally. Business practices include innovation, entrepreneurial creativity, strategic planning, management, marketing and information and communication technologies. In an increasingly dynamic and global society, it is important for young people to make informed and rational decisions about business organisation and management. The context of business provides a realistic setting where students’ understanding of organisation and management can be developed as it applies not only to the business organisation but also to the student’s personal life. Business Organisation and Management contributes to the development of an enterprising culture in Australia and identifies the contribution that such a culture could make to improving economic and community wellbeing. 
What is studied? 
The subject comprises 11 mandatory units of study: 
· Nature of business 
· Organisations and management 
· Entrepreneurship 
· Marketing management 
· Operations management 
· Human resource management 
· Financial management 
· Business plan 
· Elective study 
· Reflection processes 
· Action skills. 
The elective study allows schools to develop a unit to suit students’ interests and local requirements and may include topics such as international business, e-business, agribusiness or business venture.
How do students learn? 
Business Organisation and Management encourages learning strategies that promote reflective and active participation in the management and organisation of business. Experiential learning strategies may include: 
· business planning for a new or continuing enterprise 
· managing a school-based business venture 
· business management simulations and games 
· entering business competitions 
· debates 
· roleplays 
· excursions 
· surveys and interviews 
· guest speakers 
· case studies 
· project planning
How are students assessed? 
Judgments are made about a student’s exit level of achievement using three criteria: 
Knowledge and understanding. This criterion refers to the student’s ability to retrieve and comprehend information in a range of dynamic business environments. 
Reflection processes. This criterion refers to the student’s ability to evaluate interactions within business organisations and environments, and to decide upon strategies for action, while using the conventions of communication. 
Action skills. This criterion refers to students’ ability to put plans into action in order to achieve specified outcomes. 
Assessment techniques include objective and short answer responses, responses to stimulus material, extended written responses, project and practical work, business plan, non-written responses and observation of performance. 
How can parents help? 
By showing interest and encouraging their children in their work, parents can support them in their studies. Discussing current and interesting business issues among family members and in the context of everyday life provides students with valuable social perspectives. Providing students with access to television and radio programs, newspapers and journal articles helps them to consider a variety of opinions on business situations. Frequent communication between the home and the school should also provide support for students. 
Parents can also help by: 
· perusing the Business Organisation and Management syllabus from which schools plan their programs of work
· discussing the school work program with the teacher
· expressing personal and social views about selected business issues and situations
· discussing alternative propositions and points of view about selected issues and situations in an open-minded manner, and debating the implications of these. 

Future Careers/Courses 
The knowledge and skills obtained from the study of this subject will be of life-long benefit, particularly for the student who has ambitions of operating their own business.  In the short term, there is a now a proliferation of Business/Management combination degrees at the Universities as well as Diploma and Associate Diploma Courses at the TAFE Colleges.  This course of study will provide a solid foundation for students anticipating further study in business, economics or finance, as well as those hoping to move into the workforce after Year 12.






 Chemistry 
Why study Chemistry? 
The study of Chemistry engages students and teachers in an exciting and dynamic investigation of the material universe. Chemistry provides a platform and conduit in which humankind can interact with and explore matter. This is the essence of Chemistry. Chemistry helps us to understand the links between the macroscopic properties of the world and the subatomic particles and forces that account for those properties. The application of chemistry enables us to make sense of the physical world. Understanding and applying chemical concepts, models, procedures and intellectual processes aids in humankind’s management of the planet’s limited resources and could provide the key to our continuing survival. Chemistry can provide a uniting feature across most scientific undertakings especially where “traditional” science boundaries are becoming blurred. The study of Chemistry provides students with a means of enhancing their understanding of the world around them, a way of achieving useful knowledge and skills and a stepping stone for further study. It adds to and refines the development of students’ scientific literacy. An understanding of chemistry is essential for many vocations. 
What do students study? 
The subject matter of Chemistry is derived from the key concepts and key ideas which are progressively developed over the course of study through six to twelve units of work. The key concepts are organised under the headings of “Structure” and “Reactions”. 
Structure 
· All matter is composed of atoms. 
· Materials can be categorised and represented symbolically and their macroscopic properties can be explained and predicted from understandings about electronic structure and bonding. 
Reactions 
· Specific criteria can be used to classify chemical reactions. 
· Chemical reactions involve energy changes. 
· The mole concept and stoichiometry enable the determination of quantities in chemical processes. 
· Specialised qualitative and quantitative techniques are used to determine quantity, composition and type. 
· Chemical reactions are influenced by the conditions under which they take place and, being reversible, may reach a state of equilibrium. 
How do students learn? 
In selecting learning experiences, teachers have many opportunities to offer interesting activities, especially: 
· researching from primary and secondary sources 
· accessing and using computers, including internet research 
· undertaking national science initiatives and competitions 
· developing decision-making skills 
· interpreting data, from wide-ranging sources including media 
· analysing current strategies or policies of the issue being investigated 
· analysing strategies and evaluating effectiveness or improvements 
· applying the principles of research ethics 
· formulating hypotheses and testing them through fieldwork, experiments, interviews and research 
· predicting the impact of recommendations of a science report/experiment 
· proposing and/or implementing strategies for improvement 
· solving problems 
· engaging in active research projects, independently and with groups and teams 
· participating in forum discussions and debates 
· sharing information mutually beneficial to the group 
· advocating for change. 
How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to determine the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge and conceptual understanding, Investigative processes, and Evaluating and concluding). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include: 
· extended experimental investigations — within this mandatory category, instruments are developed to investigate a hypothesis or to answer a practical research question 
· supervised assessments — within this mandatory category, instruments such as written tests are used, and conducted under supervised conditions to ensure authentication of student work 
· extended response tasks — within this category, instruments are developed in response to a chemistry question, circumstance or issue and, while they are essentially non-experimental, they may draw on primary experimental data. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by: 
· providing a supportive environment in the home 
· discussing chemistry-related issues, such as those seen on TV documentaries, with their children 
· providing access to various sources of information 
· encouraging their children to work cooperatively within the family group 
· being understanding of the time commitment students may need to devote to the study of Chemistry 
· offering their services (if they work in a relevant industry) as guest speakers, work placement providers for students, or demonstrators of skills applicable to particular units of work. 


Pre-requisites 
A ‘B’ in Year 10 Science is highly recommended.   A solid knowledge of Mathematics is recommended. 
Future Careers/Courses
Chemistry is a necessary requirement for tertiary studies in Pharmacy, Veterinary Science and some Engineering, Science and Applied Science courses. It is a recommended prerequisite for Nursing, Physiotherapy, Human Movement and other science-based courses. 
Drama 
Why study Drama? 
Drama is the making and communicating of meaning involving performers and audiences engaging in a suspension of disbelief. It provides a medium for personal exploration, social criticism, celebration and entertainment. It is explored through the dimensions of Forming, Presenting, and Responding. Students who study Drama are actively participating in an experiential mode of learning that blends intellectual and emotional experience and offers a unique means of enquiry that contributes to knowing and understanding themselves and the world. Drama provides students with a range of skills transferable to a variety of pathways. Now and in the future, drama supports workers who are innovative thinkers, adept communicators and excellent team players. 
What is studied? 
Drama explores and celebrates the human presence drawing on experiences from real life, the imagination and the realms of media. Students study dramatic languages (elements of drama, skills of performance, styles and their conventions, contexts and texts) and dramatic perspectives (heritage — before 1980, and contemporary — after 1980). 
The dramatic languages are the foundations and working materials of drama by which dramatic meaning and action is created. This mode of learning and expression integrates oral, kinaesthetic, visual and aural dimensions and sign systems. Students explore, analyse, understand and use aspects of dramatic languages within the general objectives of Forming, Presenting and Responding. 
The study of Drama takes place within two dramatic perspectives: heritage (before 1980) and contemporary (after 1980). Through these the dramatic languages are applied and viewed. 
How do students learn? 
Students are involved in: 
· collaborating in groups to manage tasks 
· working as artists in the making of creative work (Forming) — examples are improvisation, roleplay, devising, dramaturgy (shaping of text for performance), playbuilding, playwriting, scriptwriting, directing, designing 
· rehearsing, polishing and performing dramatic action (Presenting) — examples are dialogue, dramatic monologues, student-devised drama work, collage drama, documentary drama, physical theatre, visual theatre, a complete short scene, a one-act play, a one-person show, a recognised playtext 
· communicating from a position outside or after the drama (Responding) — examples are: seminar, evaluation/reflection, discussion, tutorial, forum, interview, dramaturgy, extended writing. 
How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to judge student achievement. These include dramatic exploration (improvisation, workshop, practical demonstration), creative writing (scriptwriting, dramatic treatment), design (design concept), performance of scripted drama or student-devised drama, oral (seminar), extended writing (critical essay, text analysis). Achievement in Drama is judged by matching a student’s achievement in the assessment tasks with the exit criteria of the subject. These criteria are Forming, Presenting and Responding. 

How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by providing a supportive environment in the home and by showing an interest in what students are doing on each day. They can: 
· support and keep informed about the Drama program in the school by reading the syllabus and the school’s work program 
· attend school and community Drama performances with students 
· encourage students to attend live contemporary and traditional theatre performances 
· be considerate of the practical demands of the subject in terms of physical effort and time, especially the out-of-hours commitment sometimes required 
· encourage students to practise using the elements of drama, dramatic conventions, acting techniques and relevant technologies. 

Future Careers/Courses
Advanced communication skills and increased self-confidence are essential in the work force and in general living. May lead to arts degrees, Art/Law degree, communications, performing arts degrees and careers in teaching, stage, film or television. 

English 
This subject is compulsory for all students. 
Why study English? 
Australia is a linguistically diverse country, with Standard Australian English as its national language. Senior English recognises and promotes effective communication skills in Standard Australian English to enable individuals to share in and contribute to current and future local, national and global communities and cultures. 
Senior English requires students to write, speak or sign, view, listen, and think critically. In studying literary and non-literary texts, and through creating their own texts, students will conceptualise, imagine, appreciate, experiment, speculate, reflect, make decisions, hypothesise, analyse and evaluate. Students will enhance their ability to think, use language, and create meaning through reflecting on their place in the world and expressing their ideas and feelings. They are encouraged to enjoy and appreciate texts, and to understand the power texts have to influence, tell stories of a culture and promote shared understandings. 
What is studied? 
Students studying English courses will learn to: 
· examine a range of literary and non-literary works in English, in various modes and mediums across diverse cultures and periods 
· interpret, analyse, evaluate, respond to and construct a wide range of texts through reading, listening, viewing, speaking, writing and shaping 
· communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for various social and cultural purposes and audiences 
· make choices about generic structures, language, textual features and technologies to convey intended meaning 
· control language (written, spoken or signed and visual), using grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and spelling. 
There will be a range and balance in the texts that students read, listen to and view. Australian texts by Indigenous and non-Indigenous writers will be included as will texts from different times, places and cultures. Texts will encompass traditional, contemporary and translated works. Texts will include: 
· novels, short stories and poetry 
· scripted drama and drama performed as theatre 
· reflective texts such as biographies, autobiographies and journals 
· popular culture, media and multimodal works 
· spoken and written everyday texts of work, family and community life. 
How do students learn? 
Students learn by working with language and texts. Learning experiences in English are designed to cater for the diverse range of learning styles, interests and abilities of senior students. They may include: 
· individual, small group and whole class activities such as workshops, conferencing, debates and discussions 
· reading, analysing and producing texts 
· attending plays, films and forums 
· listening to and interacting with guest speakers and experts. 


How are students assessed? 
Assessment in senior English is standards-based and is designed to help students demonstrate achievement in the dimensions of the syllabus. The dimensions used are Understanding and responding to contexts, Understanding and controlling textual features and Creating and evaluating meaning. 
Assessment is both written and spoken/signed. Students complete three or four written tasks and two or three spoken/signed tasks in each year. Some assessment tasks are completed under test conditions, some using a combination of class and student time. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help by: 
· encouraging their children to read widely 
· taking an active interest in the texts that their children are studying 
· encouraging participation in school debating, plays and musicals 
· supporting school excursions to plays and films 
· discussing community views on issues and concerns of the contemporary world 
· helping their children learn how to manage time effectively and to meet deadlines 
· contacting the school to establish communication with their child’s English teacher to help understand the work undertaken at senior level, and to become familiar with assessment requirements. 

Future Careers/Courses
Most tertiary courses require a Sound Level of Achievement in English. A sound level of English is required in all fields of employment. 


Graphics
Why study Graphics? 
Graphics contributes to the development of technological literacy and develops the communication and problem-solving skills required for a large number of educational and vocational aspirations. Graphics provides the opportunity to express simple and complex information through visual imagery and representations, encouraging clearer and more efficient communication. It provides a solid foundation to careers in industrial design, graphic design, architecture, drafting and web design. The study has developed from technical drawing through art and animation into 3D modelling and video, which are vital components in many professions and vocations. 
What is studied? 
Graphics is a course of study that provides an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of graphical communication across a broad spectrum of applications. The course draws upon the elements and principles of graphical communication and elements of presentation. Students learn the skills, methods and processes that form the knowledge of communicating through graphical imagery. 
Students learn about the efficiency and effectiveness of graphical communication and its ever-increasing use in our technological society. Through the structured medium of visual imagery, students learn the ability to communicate and express information with clarity and precision. 
Students are encouraged to be imaginative and creative through problem solving and designing, whether working individually or as part of a team. They develop real-life skills for visualising, investigating, analysing, synthesising and evaluating technical problems, and learn how to manipulate mechanical and computer drafting equipment effectively as a vehicle for conveying the outcomes of their research in a visually appealing form.
How do students learn? 
Students are exposed to a variety of intellectual challenges involving visual stimuli, analysis and problem solving while developing a range of practical communication and presentation skills. Students explore graphical communication through studies in real-life contexts developed across the contextual areas of Production graphics, Business graphics and Built environment. Some learning experiences that students may undertake include: 
· student-based research assignments 
· self-directed tutorials, such as in CAD and graphics software 
· hypothesising graphical solutions for solving graphical problems 
· collecting, analysing, organising and interpreting graphical representations and data 
· translating descriptive data into graphical form, and from one graphical form to another 
· freehand sketching, shading and rendering 
· selecting methods of graphical presentation for particular purposes and audiences 
· preparing presentational drawings 
· planning, refining and evaluating solutions to graphical problems. 



How are students assessed? 
Assessment in Graphics is designed to enable students to demonstrate a broad range of achievement in data research, drawing, reasoning, communication and presentation. Many assessment techniques and instruments are used, including folios of graphical responses to tasks, visual presentations, tests and assignments. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help by: 
· looking through the syllabus from which schools plan their programs of work 
· discussing the school’s work program with the teacher 
· providing the necessary materials and equipment for engagement in graphics activities 
· raising awareness of the use of graphical forms of communication in everyday life, such as product and package design, house design, company logos, instructional diagrams, catalogues 
· involving children in family activities that require the use of graphical communication, such as landscape design and furniture layout 
· providing a supportive environment and encouraging participation in graphics-related activities, competitions, industry visits and exhibitions 
· being aware of the school’s expectations for Graphics and assessment program 
· attending open days, displays, exhibitions or any other subject-related activity. 

Future Careers/Courses
Further studies in the fields of Engineering, Architecture, Surveying, Graphic Design and various other professions requiring graphic communication and computer generated images. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
WHAT IS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS? 
Information Technology Systems (ITS) is a practical discipline that helps prepare students to meet the frequent and rapid change in the area of information technology (IT), and to be responsive to emerging technologies and trends. IT involves the use of technologies that allow people to manipulate and share information in its various forms (text, graphics, sound and video), and the range of technological devices that perform these functions. 
HOW DOES ITS BENEFIT STUDENTS? 
The ITS course provides students with the knowledge, skills, processes and understandings of the systems that support IT. These IT systems include those that support the development of information (documents or websites), and those that support technology (computers or networks). 
The course develops a fluency in IT that is more comprehensive than IT literacy alone. Fluency with IT allows students to focus their studies through: 
· complex problem solving 
· emphasising management skills (for detailed projects) 
· working individually and in teams 
· communicating effectively 
· developing productive relationships with clients 
· considering the social and ethical issues related to their studies. 
WHAT DO STUDENTS LEARN? 
The subject matter is organised in five interwoven threads: 
· The problem-solving process 
· Project and team management 
· Theory and techniques 
· Client relationships 
· Social and ethical issues. 
Contexts provide a focus for developing the subject matter and include: 
· Computer support 
· Game design and development 
· Multimedia 
· Networking 
· Office applications software 
· Web design and development. 
A range of extension material gives students opportunities to explore the diversity of the IT industry. The subject also offers students the chance to achieve a Certificate II outcome from the relevant training package for IT, providing them with specific skills for employment and further vocational studies in the IT field. 

HOW DO STUDENTS LEARN? 
The project-based nature of the course encourages students to engage in a wide variety of practical learning experiences. These might include: 
· retrieving information from databases 
· designing, implementing, testing, evaluating and writing documentation for information systems and other computer programs 
· participating in class discussions, role-plays, dilemmas and scenarios 
· installing and maintaining a variety of software applications and operating systems 
· designing, developing and evaluating software or hardware to meet client requirements 
· generating helpdesk materials 
· developing web sites 
· designing, developing and evaluating games and other multimedia products 
· undertaking case studies to solve real IT problems. 
HOW ARE STUDENTS ASSESSED? 
Each senior secondary school has its own procedures for the assessment of student work and the reporting of student achievement. The assessment program will include a variety of assessment techniques that are integrated with the learning experiences. On exit from the course, each student will be awarded an achievement level, based on the fullest and latest information about student achievement of the exit criteria and standards of the course. 
The criteria are: Familiar application, Problem solving and Communication. 
Documentation of project development is key assessment technique in ITS. Other assessment techniques used by schools include written tasks involving short and extended written responses, oral presentations, practical exercises, and tests and examinations.
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents/ caregivers can help students by: 
· providing a supportive environment in the home 
· showing a daily interest in what students are doing 
· encouraging them in their learnings. 
They should also encourage their child to read widely on the subject, sharing a personal interest in recent developments in IT, discussing any relevant media reports on topical IT issues and encouraging critical responses. 
Parents/ caregivers might also consider: 
· perusing the ITS syllabus from which schools plan their programs of work 
· discussing the school work program with the teacher 
· discussing the student’s progress with the student and relevant school personnel. 
A frequently asked question is whether it is necessary to purchase a computer for the student’s home use. In general, the school will provide sufficient access to computers, peripherals and software. If parents do plan to purchase a computer, it is recommended that they discuss choice of hardware and software with the ITS teacher.


Future Careers/Courses
The knowledge and skills obtained from the study of this subject will be of life-long benefit, particularly for the student who has ambitions of keeping up-to-date with changes in technology.  In the short term, there is a now a proliferation of Information Technology degrees at the Universities as well as Diploma and Associate Diploma Courses at the TAFE Colleges.  This course of study will provide a solid foundation for students anticipating further study where technology is a component of the course, as well as equipping those with the necessary IT skills to move into the workforce after Year 12.


Japanese
Why study a language?
There is more to studying a foreign language than being able to speak it.
It is also about:
· engaging with the global community
· widening cultural understanding and experiences
· developing new perspectives and opportunities
· gaining a competitive edge in the job market
· being able to travel through parts of the world more easily.
Why study Japanese?
For Australia, the countries of the Asian region are of critical importance. They are our closest neighbours and major trading partners. They represent the cultural heritage of a growing number of Australians, and their rich traditional and contemporary cultures provide opportunities for our social, creative and intellectual development. To enable students to engage with Asia, the ability to communicate in one or more Asian languages is seen as a necessary skill. The national policy statement also identifies the ability to interact effectively and confidently with Asian people within and outside Australia, as a goal for the end of young people’s schooling. Japanese is a valuable language for Australians to learn.
· Japanese has an important place in the curriculum offerings of Queensland schools because of Australia’s location within the Asia-Pacific region. As a result, Japanese is studied by large numbers of primary and secondary school students throughout Queensland. Globally, Australia has the second highest proportion of students studying Japanese as a second language.
· Each year many Queensland students visit Japan on short-term and long-term exchanges. As Queensland students increasingly take the opportunity to travel to Japan, knowledge of Japanese is an advantage in enriching the travel experience and in providing a valuable educational experience. In addition, Queensland students have many opportunities to meet Japanese-speaking people at school and in the general community. Australia has become a popular holiday destination for Japanese tourists and is also attracting a large number of Japanese students wishing to study here.
· Learning Japanese opens a whole new way of reading and writing and brings students into contact with ancient traditions reflected in the unique use of a variety of character-based scripts. Although Japanese uses three character scripts, and may be perceived as being totally different from English, students can readily recognise the many words adapted from English in everyday speech. Learning to pronounce Japanese is straightforward for Australians as it is based on simple phonetic sounds.
· Being able to speak Japanese offers an opportunity for students to learn about and appreciate the uniqueness of Japanese culture while learning about the similarities of modern Australian and Japanese societies. Influences from Japan are increasingly affecting Australian thinking and lifestyle. Culturally, Australians are enjoying Japanese cuisine, sport, music and art. Evidence of Japanese influence can be found also in modern Australian design, fashion and architecture. On a personal level, the youth culture of Japan, such as TV animations, has been embraced by young Australians through the internet and multimedia products from Japan.

· For Queensland, the study of Japanese is especially important given the strong political and economic ties with Japan which have been in existence since 1896. Japanese business is closely linked to the prosperity of Queensland, and many Japanese have taken up residence here, contributing to a significant Japanese community presence. This community contributes to the cultural diversity of Queensland and provides opportunities for significant cultural interactions. Through studying Japanese, Queensland students are able to develop sensitivity towards the values and perspectives of the Japanese both here and in Japan.
· Students of Japanese have the opportunity to develop language skills which will enhance their career prospects. Japan provides Australia with its largest overseas market, and opportunities in commerce, technology, law, health care, international affairs, tourism and education are available to students who have a knowledge and understanding of Japanese language and culture. The range of job opportunities is constantly expanding with the established trade and business links between Australia and Japan, and knowledge of the Japanese language should establish a career advantage for young Queenslanders.
What will you study?
Learning a language also involves learning about people and culture.
You will study a wide variety of topics drawn from four key themes:
· leisure, recreation and human creativity
· school and post-school options
· social issues
· family and community.
How will you learn?
Learning a language requires communicating in meaningful and realistic situations. You will use the skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing in activities such as:
· listening to radio broadcasts, television programs, webcasts and podcasts
· viewing videos and films
· communicating with students in other schools and countries
· holding debates or participating in discussions
· reading cartoons, short stories, poems and song lyrics
· participating in chat rooms/MSN Messenger and forums.
How will you be assessed?
Languages are assessed by listening, reading, speaking and writing.
You may be assessed, for example, by:
· answering questions about spoken and written texts in the language
· engaging in conversations and interviews
· writing letters, emails and articles.
Your ability to communicate is what is being assessed. You will need to show that you can understand and convey meaning in the spoken and written language.

How your parent/s or guardian/s can help
Your parent/s or guardian/s can help by showing interest in what you are learning, and by providing a supportive home environment and encouragement. They can further assist by:
· discussing the culture and related current events with you
· attending cultural events with you
· fostering respect and empathy for people whose first language is not English, and whose customs and beliefs are not the same as yours.

Pre-requisites 
C+/B- in Year 10 Japanese is highly recommended.  

Future Careers/Courses 
Tertiary courses in Japanese, Japanese/Law, Japanese/Science, Japanese/Economics, Hospitality, Catering, Tourism and International Marketing
































Legal Studies 
Why study Legal Studies? 
Legal Studies focuses on enhancing students’ ability to recognise the diverse legal situations and issues that arise in their everyday lives. These situations and issues often have legal implications that affect the rights and obligations of themselves and other community members. Students will gain knowledge to understand legal frameworks that regulate and shape society. 
Legal Studies enables students to formulate personal views of the world and understand how the law affects their world. Through critical analysis, examination and problem solving, they are empowered to make decisions that can benefit themselves and the community. 
This subject will be of benefit to students who have an interest in: 
· acquiring knowledge of the relationship between law and society 
· acquiring knowledge of citizens’ rights and responsibilities 
· understanding the historical development of Australia’s legal system 
· developing skills in using legal information 
· communicating with others about legal matters 
· responsible community membership. 

What will students study? 
Students examine the nature and functions of the Australian legal system, the processes of lawmaking and its implementation, especially in issues and situations that are likely to have an impact on their daily lives. Legal Studies is organised around six sections of study: 
· The legal system — How does the legal system meet society’s needs? 
· Crime and society — What is crime? How should society and the criminal justice system respond to it? 
· Civil obligations — How does civil law impact on citizens in a society? 
· You, the law and society — Choice of several topics including Renting and buying; Family; Jobs; Sport; Environment; Consumers; Technology; Rights and responsibilities; and a school-based elective unit such as international law, Indigenous issues, or performing arts 
· Independent study 
· Law in a changing society. 

How do students learn? 
Students will be involved in a wide range of learning activities to achieve the aims and objectives of this course. These include activities such as case studies, mock trials, debates and discussions, interviews and polls, community investigations, field trips, statistical analyses, simulation activities and interacting with guest speakers. These activities will often relate to particular issues and situations in local communities involving real-life experiences. 
As part of the course, students undertake an independent study, which is an in-depth investigation of a current legal issue facing Australian society. 








How are students assessed? 
Judgments are made about a student’s exit level of achievement, using four criteria: 
· Knowledge and Understanding (ability to retrieve and comprehend information) 
· Investigation (ability to examine legal situations and issues) 
· Evaluation (ability to critically review the law’s attempts to achieve just, fair and equitable outcomes to issues) 
· Communication and Research Skills (ability to select, organise and present information for intended audiences). 
Schools use a variety of assessment techniques, including short and extended responses, non-written presentations, inquiry and responses to stimulus materials. 

How can parents help? 
By showing interest and encouraging their children in their work, parents can support them in their studies. Discussing current and interesting legal and social issues among family members and in the context of everyday life provides students with valuable social perspectives. Providing students with access to TV and radio programs, newspapers and journal articles helps them consider a variety of opinions on legal and social issues and situations. Frequent communication between the home and the school should also provide support for students. 
Parents can also help by: 
· perusing the Legal Studies syllabus from which schools plan their programs of work 
· discussing the school work program with the teacher 
· expressing personal and social views about selected issues and situations 
· discussing alternative propositions and points of view about selected issues and situations in an open-minded manner, and debating the implications of these. 


Future Careers/Courses 
The knowledge and skills obtained from the study of this subject will be of life-long benefit, particularly for the student who has ambitions of entering the legal profession.  In the short term, there is a now a proliferation of Law/Business/Science combination degrees at the Universities as well as Diploma and Associate Diploma Courses at the TAFE Colleges.  This course of study will provide a solid foundation for students anticipating further study in law, business, political studies, economics, finance, science, as well as those hoping to move into the workforce after Year 12.




Mathematics A 
Why study Mathematics A? 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education. It can enhance understanding of our world and the quality of our participation in a rapidly changing society. Mathematics A emphasises the development of positive attitudes towards the student’s involvement in mathematics. This development is encouraged through the use of relevant personal and work-related learning experiences. There is also a focus on the development of mathematical knowledge and understanding through investigative and explorative approaches to learning. 
What will students study? 
Mathematics continues to develop in response to changes in society and, in turn, it influences further societal development. The Mathematics A Syllabus contains core and elective topics which relate to the mathematics used in personal and work situations. 
The core topics include: 
· Financial mathematics strand 
· Managing money 1 
· Managing money 2 
· Applied geometry strand 
· Elements of applied geometry 
· Linking two and three dimensions 
· Statistics and probability strand 
· Data collection and presentation 
· Exploring and understanding data 
The elective topics are (two to be selected by schools): 
· Maps and compasses — either: 
· Navigation, or 
· Land measurement 
· Operations research — either 
· Linear programming, or 
· Networks and queuing 
· Introduction to models for data 
How do students learn? 
Learning experiences derived from the Mathematics A Syllabus include life-related applications of mathematics with real and simulated situations, use of instruments, and opportunities for modelling and problem solving. Students should be involved in a variety of activities including those which require them to write, speak, listen or devise presentations in a variety of forms to assist in developing mathematical understanding. 

How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to determine the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge and procedures, Modelling and problem solving, and Communication and justification). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include: 
· extended modelling and problem solving tasks — within this category, students provide a response to a specific task or issue, which could be set in a context that highlights a real-life application of mathematics 
· reports — within this category, assessment tasks are typically an extended response to a practical or investigative task, such as an experiment in which data are collected, analysed and modelled, a mathematical investigation, a field activity, or a project 
· supervised test — within this category, tests are conducted under supervised conditions and commonly include tasks requiring quantitative and/or qualitative responses. 

How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by: 
· providing a supportive environment in the home 
· discussing mathematics-related issues, such as those seen on TV or in the news, with their children 
· providing access to various sources of information 
· encouraging their children to work cooperatively within the family group 
· being understanding of the time commitment students may need to devote to the study of Mathematics A 
· offering their services (if they work in a relevant industry) as guest speakers, work placement providers for students, or demonstrators of skills applicable to particular units of work. 
Future Careers/Courses 
The Senior Syllabus in Mathematics A is a recommended precursor to further study and training in the technical trades such as toolmaking, sheet-metal working, fitting and turning, carpentry and plumbing, auto mechanics, tourism and hospitality, and administrative and managerial employment in a wide range of industries. It is also suitable as a precursor to tertiary studies in subjects with moderate demand in mathematics.


Mathematics B 
Why study Mathematics B? 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education. It enhances understanding of the world and the quality of participation in a rapidly changing society. It is a truly international system for the communication of ideas and concepts, and has developed over many thousands of years through contributions by scholars of both ancient and present-day cultures around the world. 
Mathematics B aims to provide the opportunity for students to participate more fully in lifelong learning and to appreciate that Mathematics is a: 
· unique and powerful way of viewing the world to investigate patterns, order, generality and uncertainty 
· way of thinking in which problems are explored through observation, reflection and logical, inductive or deductive reasoning 
· powerful, concise and unambiguous symbolic system with written, spoken and visual components 
· creative activity with its own intrinsic value, involving invention, intuition and exploration. 
What will students study? 
The Mathematics B course consists of seven core topics: 
· Introduction to functions 
· Rates of change 
· Periodic functions & applications 
· Exponential & logarithmic functions & applications 
· Introduction to integrations 
· Applied statistical analysis 
· Optimisation. 
How do students learn? 
Learning experiences derived from the Mathematics B syllabus will involve life-related applications of mathematics with real and simulated situations, use of instruments, technology and, opportunities for modelling and problem solving. Learning experiences may require students to work individually, in small groups or as a class. Students should be involved in a variety of activities including those which require them to write, speak, listen or devise presentations in a variety of forms. 
How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to determine the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge & procedures, Modelling & problem solving, and Communication & justification). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include: 
· extended modelling and problem solving tasks — within this category, students provide a response to a specific task or issue that could be set in a context that highlights a real-life application of mathematics 
· reports — within this category, assessment tasks are typically an extended response to a practical or investigative task such as an experiment in which data are collected, analysed and modelled, a mathematical investigation, a field activity or a project 
· supervised test — within this category, testsare conducted under supervised conditions and commonly include tasks requiring quantitative and/or qualitative responses. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by: 
· offering encouragement, support and providing a supportive environment in the home 
· discussing mathematics-related issues, such as those seen on TV or in the news, with their children 
· providing access to various sources of information 
· being understanding of the time commitment students may need to devote to the study of Mathematics B 
· encouraging them to practise and master the skills required when studying Mathematics B 
· encouraging them to discuss their work; such discussion will allow the student to draw on real-life activities of family members 
· encouraging them to work together in peer groups, and to ask questions of teachers and others. 


Pre-requisites
To achieve success in this subject, students should have obtained at least a ‗’B’ in Year 10 Mathematics. 

Future Careers/Courses 
Mathematical skills are needed not only in the traditional careers of engineering or the physical sciences, but also as tools in fields as diverse as agriculture, food technology, geography, biology, economics and management. Mathematics B is a requirement for entry into tertiary courses in Engineering, Sciences, Information Technology, Surveying and numerous others. 


Mathematics C 
Why study Mathematics C? 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education. It enhances understanding of the world and the quality of participation in a rapidly changing society. It is a truly international system for the communication of ideas and concepts, and has developed over many thousands of years through contributions by scholars of both ancient and present-day cultures around the world. 
Mathematics C is a companion subject to Mathematics B. It aims to extend the competency and confidence of students in mathematics beyond the scope of Mathematics B, to build on and combine many of the concepts introduced in Mathematics B, and to provide further opportunities for students to participate more fully in lifelong learning. 
What will students study? 
The Mathematics C course consists of core and option topics. 
The six core topics are: 
· Introduction to groups 
· Real and complex number systems 
· Matrices and applications 
· Vectors and applications 
· Calculus 
· Structures and patterns. 
The option topics are (two to be selected by schools): 
· Linear programming 
· Conics 
· Dynamics 
· Introduction to number theory 
· Introductory modelling and probability 
· Advanced periodic and exponential functions 
· School option(s). 
How do students learn? 
Learning experiences derived from the Mathematics C Syllabus will involve life-related applications of mathematics with real and simulated situations, use of instruments, technology, and opportunities for modelling and problem solving. Learning experiences may require students to work individually, in small groups or as a class. Students should be involved in a variety of activities including those which require them to write, speak, listen or devise presentations in a variety of forms. 

How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to determine the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge & procedures, Modelling & problem solving, and Communication & justification). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include: 
· extended modelling and problem solving tasks — within this category, students provide a response to a specific task or issue that could be set in a context that highlights a real-life application of mathematics 
· reports — within this category, assessment tasks are typically an extended response to a practical or investigative task such as an experiment in which data are collected, analysed and modelled, a mathematical investigation, a field activity or a project 
· supervised test — within this category, tests are conducted under supervised conditions and commonly include tasks requiring quantitative and/or qualitative responses. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by: 
· offering encouragement and support, and providing a supportive environment in the home 
· discussing mathematics-related issues, such as those seen on TV or in the news, with their children 
· providing access to various sources of information 
· being understanding of the time commitment students may need to devote to the study of Mathematics C 
· encouraging them to practise and master the skills required when studying Mathematics C 
· encouraging them to discuss their work; such discussion will allow the student to draw on real-life activities of family members 
· encouraging them to work together in peer groups, and to ask questions of teachers and others. 

Pre-requisites 

To achieve success in this subject, students should have obtained at least a ’B+‘ in Year 10 Mathematics. Mathematics B must be studied concurrently

Future Careers/Courses 

The additional rigour and structure of the mathematics required in Mathematics C will equip students with valuable skills which will serve them in more general contexts and provide an excellent preparation for further study of mathematics and other tertiary courses, for example Engineering, Information Technology, Economics, Finance. Mathematics C is a highly desirable preparatory course for students who intend pursuing a career involving the study of mathematics at a tertiary level. 

Modern History
Why study Modern History?
In history, as in our everyday lives, people ask meaningful questions, collect evidence, sift through it, analyse and evaluate it, to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. These answers provide a context for our own lives and establish a range of values that shape our attitudes, beliefs and behaviours.
Through the study of Modern History, students can understand why our modern world is the way it is. They can understand the processes of change and continuity that have shaped today’s world, their causes, and the roles people have played in those processes. They can understand that there are relationships between our needs and interests and a range of historical topics, people and events. At a personal level, Modern History helps students to identify their social location, their place in time and their heritage within a distinctive culture. Students develop these understandings through processes of critical inquiry, debate and reflection, and by empathising with the views of others.
What do students learn?
The Modern History syllabus offers students an extensive range of themes and inquiry topics.
There are 16 themes in all, each offering a wide choice of inquiry topics. Themes develop broad concepts, such as conflict, power, change, cooperation, the environment. The themes selected for study are developed through inquiry topics that allow students to understand and investigate the concept of the theme in a specific context.
Inquiry topics in Modern History focus predominantly on the 20th century and later. The course that students study will include:
· a range of scales — local, national, international, global
· a range of time periods, from pre-modern to contemporary
· a range of geographical contexts — Australian, Asia-Pacific, European, African, American
· some study of relations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians
· a number of briefer studies (background, comparative, linking) to ensure that students can place the inquiry topics within a broader understanding of the history of at least the past two centuries.
How do students learn?
Historical study is based on inquiry. While the teaching of history may involve expository and text-based teaching, the main approach to learning is student inquiry. Students are actively involved in locating, interpreting, analysing and evaluating historical sources, both primary and secondary. In Modern History, sources can include academic texts, diaries, letters, speeches, cartoons, journal articles, newspaper reports, documentary television programs, artefacts and everyday items. Using the inquiry approach, students identify historical questions for investigation, develop research questions to investigate inquiry topics, locate, analyse and evaluate sources, and reach conclusions or make judgments about the question they have identified.
All of the themes in the Modern History syllabus use an inquiry process that identifies five aspects:
· definitions
· sources
· backgrounds, changes and continuities (motives and causes)
· effects, interests and arguments
· reflections and responses.

How is student work assessed?
Assessment in senior Modern History is criterion-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate achievement in the objectives of the syllabus. The criteria used are Planning and using a historical research process, Forming historical knowledge through critical inquiry, and Communicating historical knowledge.
Students will be assessed in each of four categories of assessment: test essays in response to historical sources, research assignments in response to inquiry questions, multimodal presentations that may include non-written and visual presentations such as video, Powerpoint or interactive CD-ROM materials, and short response tests and response to stimulus tests.
How can parents help?
Much of the subject matter for Modern History arises from the contemporary world and its events and concerns. Parents can help their students by taking an interest in and discussing with their students the range of views that are held in the community about such events, and the evidence and justifications used to support these views.
There is a wealth of reference material available outside the school that is relevant to the study of Modern History, including internet and television materials, dedicated television channels, and other print and electronic material. Many expensive references, including CD-ROM and internet access, are available through local libraries.
Parents can also help their children to develop a systematic approach to managing class notes and other information and resources, to manage time effectively and to meet deadlines for assessment tasks. Parents are welcome to visit the school to meet their child’s Modern History teacher. The Modern History syllabus and the school work program are available to all parents to help them to understand the work that their child will be undertaking in Modern History, and to familiarise them with assessment requirements and deadlines.

Pre-requisites 
C+/B- in Year 10 History is highly recommended.   A solid knowledge of English is recommended. 

Future Careers/Courses
Journalism, Teaching, Arts-Law, Historical studies and Applied History









Physical Education
Why study Physical Education? 
In Australia, participating in and watching physical activity is culturally significant and deeply embedded in the national psyche. Physical activity is central to maintaining health, providing avenues for social interaction, developing self-worth and promoting community involvement. 
Physical Education would interest students who are physically active, enjoy a range of sports; participate in sport as a coach, or who would like to further their knowledge of the physical culture of Australia. It provides a foundation for students who wish to pursue further study in human movement related fields such as: 
· sport development, management, marketing, sales, sponsorship and fundraising 
· sport and physical activity policy development 
· sport journalism 
· sport psychology and coaching 
· athlete conditioning and management 
· personal training 
· primary, middle and senior school teaching. 
What is studied? 
In Physical Education, physical activity serves as both a source of content and data and the medium for learning. Learning is based in engagement in physical activity with students involved in closely integrated written, oral, physical and other learning experiences explored through the study of selected physical activities. Physical Education focuses on the complex interrelationships between psychological, biomechanical, physiological and sociological factors in these physical activities. 
Students study four physical activities over the course. Subject matter is drawn from three focus areas which are: 
· Learning physical skills 
· Processes and effects of training and exercise 
· Equity and access to exercise, sport and physical activity in Australian society. 
How do students learn? 
By learning in, about and through physical activity, students become intelligent performers and physically educated. Students develop skills and understandings that allow them to contribute in an informed and critical way to varied physical activity contexts and roles. Learning is developed in complexity and sophistication over the course, with the development of student abilities across the general objectives that reflect the depth of their skill acquisitions as well as developing psychological, biomechanical, physiological and sociological concepts within and across physical activities. As students study increasingly complex and sophisticated subject matter they are encouraged to further develop as self-directed, interdependent and independent learners. 
In Physical Education, the dimensions of acquiring, applying and evaluating group the general objectives so that once skills and knowledge are acquired, they can be applied to a range of physical activity contexts and then evaluated to improve performance and strengthen and broaden understanding. Evaluation and reflection are used continually to provide feedback for future acquisition and application of behaviours, performance, knowledge and skills.


 
How are students assessed? 
Assessment in Physical Education encourages students to be active, critically reflective and research orientated learners. Through the use of personalisation, assessment in Physical Education is contextualised and authentic. Personalisation enables students to make meaning of complex understandings by providing connections with their real-life contexts. 
Assessment involves students: 
· applying conceptual understandings from the focus areas to the physical activities they are studying 
· actively participating in physical activity. 
How can parents help? 
Parents/caregivers can be involved in many ways. They can encourage students to actively involve themselves in physical activities, to read widely about relevant topics, and to reflect upon concepts and principles influencing the engagement and performance of physical activity. Parents/caregivers might also consider: 
· perusing the Physical Education syllabus from which schools plan their work programs 
· discussing the school work program with the teacher 
· discussing the student's progress with the student and with school personnel 
· drawing attention to sporting issues as presented in the media. 


A sound level of English is required to be successful in this subject


Future Careers/Courses 
Careers and tertiary courses involving sports and recreation administration, coaching, training, a wide range of health careers, teaching and professional sports careers. Other related areas include sports psychology, sports journalist, biomechanist and exercise physiologist. 



Physics
Why study Physics? 
The development of understanding of physical phenomena occurs in Physics by means of methods of inquiry that have been refined over the past three hundred years. A culture of physics has emerged that values methods of precise measurement, reproducible experimentation and powerful mathematical relationships. Today, these methods continue to contribute to the development and provision of new information, ideas and theories to explain observations and experiences. The study of Physics provides students with a means of enhancing their understanding of the world around them, a way of achieving useful knowledge and skills and a stepping stone for further study. An understanding of Physics adds to and refines the development of students’ scientific literacy. 
What do students study? 
The subject matter of Physics is derived from the key concepts and key ideas which are progressively developed over the course of study through six to twelve units of work. The key concepts are organised under the headings of Forces, Energy and Motion. 
Forces 
· The nature of a force. 
· Forces that act on objects influence their state of equilibrium. 
· Forces are able to influence the motion and shape of objects. 
· The forces that act on objects influence their internal energy. 
Energy 
· Energy may take different forms originating from forces between, or relative motion of, particles or objects. 
· Energy is conserved. 
· Energy transfer processes provide us with different ways of using and dealing with energy and radiation and these have different social consequences and applications. 
Motion 
· Motion can be described in different ways. 
· Motion can be analysed in different ways. 
· Motion can be described using various models and modern theories. 
How do students learn? 
In selecting learning experiences, teachers have many opportunities to offer interesting activities, especially: 
· researching from primary and secondary sources 
· accessing and using computers, including internet research 
· undertaking national science initiatives and competitions 
· developing decision-making skills 
· interpreting data from wide-ranging sources, including media 
· analysing current strategies or policies of the issue being investigated 
· analysing strategies and evaluating effectiveness or improvements 
· applying the principles of research ethics 
· formulating hypotheses and testing them through fieldwork, experiments, interviews and research 
· predicting impact of recommendations of a science report/experiment 
· proposing and/or implementing strategies for improvement 
· solving problems 
· engaging in active research projects, independently and with groups and teams 
· participating in forum discussions and debates 
· sharing information mutually beneficial to the group 
· advocating for change. 
How are students assessed? 
Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to determine the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge and conceptual understanding, Investigative processes, and Evaluating and concluding). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include: 
· extended experimental investigations — within this mandatory category, instruments are developed to investigate a hypothesis or to answer a practical research question 
· supervised assessments — within this mandatory category, instruments such as written tests are used, and conducted under supervised conditions to ensure authentication of student work 
· extended response tasks — within this category, instruments are developed in response to a Physics question, circumstance or issue and while they are essentially non-experimental they may draw on primary experimental data. 
How can parents help? 
Parents can help students by: 
· providing a supportive environment in the home 
· discussing physics issues, such as those seen on TV documentaries, with their children 
· providing access to various sources of information 
· encouraging their children to work cooperatively within the family group 
· being understanding of the time commitment students may need to devote to the study of Physics
· offering their services (if they work in a relevant industry) as guest speakers, work placement providers for students, or demonstrators of skills applicable to particular units of work.

Pre-requisites
A ‘B‘ Science is required.  Also a ‘B‘ in Year 10 Preparatory Mathematics B. Senior Mathematics B must be studied concurrently. 
Future Careers/Courses 
Physics is a necessary requirement for entry to tertiary courses in Optometry, Radiology and Veterinary Science. Many Science, Applied Science, Engineering and other science-based courses advise that a background in Physics is assumed or desirable. 



Visual Art
Why study Visual Art?
Visual Art is a powerful and pervasive means which students use to make images and objects, communicating aesthetic meaning and understanding from informed perspectives. In a world of increasing communication technologies, knowledge and understanding of how meanings are constructed and ‘read’ is fundamental to becoming a critical consumer and/or producer of art works.
Visual Art uses an inquiry learning model, enabling multi-modal thinking and individual responses though researching, developing, resolving and reflecting. Through making and appraising, resolution and display of artworks, students understand and acknowledge the role of visual art and the contributions of visual artists, designers and craftspeople.
In making artworks, students define and solve visual problems by using visual language and expression, experimenting and applying media to communicate thoughts, feelings, ideas, experiences and observations. In appraising artworks, students investigate artistic expression and critically analyse artworks within diverse contexts.

What is studied?

Using the inquiry processes of researching, developing, resolving and reflecting, students explore and express concepts and chosen focuses through a range of contexts and media areas. Each media area has its own knowledge, materials, techniques, technologies and processes.
Students are encouraged to work across media areas, listed below.
Design
•  built environment and public space
• graphic / illustration
• product
• curatorial
• cross-arts projects/events
Time based media
• electronic imaging
• sound art
• television
• film & animation
3-D objects
• sculpture
• ceramics
• installation
• performance art
• fibre art
• wearable art & body adornment
2-D images
• drawing
• painting
• printmaking
• photographic

Students also study a diverse range of artists, artworks, visual language and expression from a variety of social, cultural and historical contexts. Over a two-year course of study, students form their own personal aesthetic (style and expression) through individual responses when they make and appraise artworks.

How do students learn?

In making artworks, students define and solve visual problems by using visual language and expression (including visual elements, principles of composition, sign and symbolism) relevant to concepts, focuses, contexts and media. This involves students in:
• observing, collecting, compiling and recording visual, verbal and sensory information and ideas from specific sources and contexts
• selecting, exploring, manipulating and exploiting materials, techniques, processes and technologies in particular media areas to communicate meanings
• translating and interpreting ideas through media manipulation to invent images and objects.
In appraising artworks, students determine and communicate meanings. This involves them in:
• demonstrating knowledge and understanding of artworks in contexts that relate to concepts, focuses, contexts and media
• analysing, interpreting, synthesising and evaluating information to discern meanings
• making informed judgments
• justifying positions when determining the aesthetic value of artworks
• using suitable visual arts terminology, language and referencing conventions.

How are students assessed?

Schools use a wide range of assessment techniques to judge student achievement. These include: making folio; experimental folio; short and extended writing such as reports, essays, tests, reviews, critiques; orals; seminar presentations; exhibitions; exhibitions.
Achievement in Visual Art is judged by matching a student's achievement in the assessment tasks with the exit criteria of the subject. The exit criteria are Visual literacy, Application and Appraising.

How can parents help?

Parents can help students by providing a supportive environment at home and by showing an interest in what students are doing each day. They can:
• support and keep informed about the Visual Art program in the school by reading the syllabus and the school's work program
• discuss the visual environment with their students
• attend school, community art and gallery exhibitions with students
• encourage students to visit the workplaces of artists, craftspeople and designers
• be considerate of the practical demands of the subject in terms of physical effort and time, especially the out-of-hours commitment sometimes required
• encourage students to practise using materials, techniques, processes and technologies.

Pre-requisites
A sound level of achievement Year 10 Visual Art and English is recommended. 
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